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Some of you may be too young to remember freedom of speech, separation of church & state, and probable cause for search & seizure.  These were some of the principles upon which our country was founded.  To slightly misquote the Marcus Aurelius character in the movie Gladiator “There was once an idea called America.”  


The early colonists were upset by the vast amount of influence the Crown had upon their lives.  They could tolerate large amounts of oppression and still stay loyal to the King, but ultimately it was the regulation of their vices that put them over the edge.  Taxing tea was the final straw!   

It doesn’t seem much different today.  We have allowed the eroding of basic freedoms…but trying to take away our poker may be going too far.  My God Man…we are talking about the game of Presidents, Wild Bill, and Mark Twain.  Many of the same officers and judges who prosecute some poor poker slob, will leave the courtroom only to play in their weekly game.

If one of the most uniquely American pastimes is under attack…haven’t the terrorist won?  Put funny costumes and wigs on the American Congress, and you might just find the 18th century House of Lords.

